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1. How specifically was the work experience transformed under the Industrial Revolution? Be specific. Was the typical female factory worker at, say, the Lowell factories, empowered or exploited by this transformation? 
Due to the industrial revolution, production became mechanized and moved from homes of artisans to factories owned by wealth entrepreneurs mostly from Great Britain. This transition changed the experience of workers in a big way. Farmers and artisans had taken control of their labor such that they would work when they want and sometimes they could spend time doing their things instead of going to work. However, with the industrial revolution, where they now had to work in the factories, they had to adopt to a new way of working where there were rules expecting the workers to report to work in the morning and they were expected to work the whole day. There breaks were limited such that they could only take breaks during some designated time by the factory management. The workers also had an experience of learning how to keep time at work since being late by some minutes would call for huge deductions from one’s salary. As the authors of US history asserts on page250, freedom in these factories was limited. The workers had to spend their day without drinking alcohol compared to what they were doing when they were controlling their own labor where they used to drink when they want. Workers also learned the spirit of specialization where a family would undertake one production phase and leave the rest to other families working in the same factory. 
The female factory worker was empowered. This is because the experience of being away from their families provided freedom for them to work hard. They used to earn wages which they would send home and use the rest to buy their own beauty attires such as clothes and ribbons. The authors of US history say that, a small amount of money of their own was a liberating experience. 
2. What was the impact of two key inventions -- the cotton gin and the railroad -- on America between 1800 and 1850? 
Cotton gin was invented by Eli Whitney. Whitney was making the cotton gin to help cotton farmers increase their level of coffee production to meet the high growing demand for cotton in those times. This invention helped a lot in increasing the level of coffee production since it ensured that the seeds from the raw cotton were cleaned faster and efficiently with minimal labor. This increased the production of cotton and hence increasing the level of production in the textile industries since they now had enough raw materials. The cotton gin also replaced many slave laborers who were doing the work of cleaning the cotton seeds and hence increasing their labor in the production of other commodities in the farm. 
Through the invention of railroads, the transportation sector in the United States was improved and they would now easily and faster transport the finished products to the markets and the raw materials to the factories using the steam locomotives. The steam locomotive was moving at a speed of twenty miles per hour. The speed was very high during those days. The invention of railroads also led to the development of coal, iron, and steel industries according to US history on page 263. The coal, iron, and steel were highly used in the construction of the railroads and these industries provided employment to the citizens hence improving their living standards. 
3. What were the values of the middle class? How did they differ from the values of those above and below them on the socioeconomic ladder? In what ways are these values similar to or different from those held by the middle class today? What three features set Jacksonian America apart from the period of the first three or four presidents? Discuss each feature separately and show us your knowledge of the textbook
[bookmark: _GoBack]The middle class valued cleanliness, discipline, morality, hard work, education and good manners. The believed that through education and hard work, they would rise in life through social ladder. Due to this, there children instead of working in factories used to attend school and use their free time in activities which improve their skills such as reading. Cleanliness was maintained by the women who were not supposed to work for wages but instead they were to ensure cleanliness at home and maintain good moral behavior of the children. The values of middle class differ from those of the elite and working class in a number of ways. The middle class are not for the idea of slavery since they feel it promotes leisure and it is against their believe which stated that, “dignity and respectability are achieved through work.” The elite to some extent encourages slave trade since it provided labor in the cotton mills, while the working-class support slave trade since it enables their children to work and earn some income to improve the welfare of the family. For the middle class, education is valued a lot while for the working class, it is valued but when an opportunity for income earning is there, education is foregone. Women of the middle-class do not work but rather they stay at home to maintain cleanliness and children morality. Women of the middle-class work from their homes so as to earn some income and those of the elite manage their own factories. The values for the middle class are the same as those exhibited by middle class citizens nowadays since education is highly regarded by the middle class, they value morality, cleanliness, and are always there to fight for the rights of the masses through frequent strikes. 
The three features which set Jacksonian America apart during the first three or four presidents include; the imposition of property qualifications to voting. This was according to the author done as a means to keep democratic tendencies in check. Under this rule, only the people who owned property were allowed to vote and they were mostly the elite class. The second feature is that the blacks, women and Indians the North were not allowed to vote. The democracy was based on racism and the whites ruled over the rest. It is said that, “American democracy had a decidedly racist orientation.” The third feature was that slavery was highly building up in the southern states. The whites viewed the Africans and Latin Americans as laborers who were meant to work in their farms and people who had no rights. However, all these were changed when America took another course of democracy. 
4. Who was Alexis de Tocqueville? Why is he mentioned in chapter 10? And why might a Frenchman be an ideal observer of the young American Republic of the 1830s? 
Alexis de Tocqueville sent to the United States to report on American prison reforms. He was commonly referred to as, “the most insightful commentator on American democracy.” He is mentioned in chapter 10 due to the contributions he made in America towards the achievement of democracy. He is well known in America for his book, ‘Democracy in America’ where he analyzed the democratic revolution in the United States and described a new type of tyranny, which he called, “tranny of the majority.” Alexis had a high position in French society and that is the reason why he was given the opportunity to be an ideal observer for American democracy. He was also a big advocate for democracy and hence formed a good statue for enhancing democracy in the United States through his recommendations in his book. 
5. A friend asks you what you're studying in Mr. Van's History 101 course. You mention Andrew Jackson and he says that he recently read where Jackson's image on the 20-dollar bill is about to be replaced by that of Harriet Tubman. (Yes, your friend is up on this stuff.) Your friend goes on "And how odd that Jackson's image would be on the 20-dollar at all!!" You nod knowingly. Why? What is 'odd' about Jackson's image on the 20-dollar bill? Explain this to us at some length. If you don't know, do some research and read the assigned reading about the Bank War.
Andrew Jackson will be removed from the face of the 20-dollar. This is because he has had many downturns during his reign as the president which cost the economy a lot including causing a depression, something which makes people react against his reign a lot. He was championing for the abandonment of the Second Bank of the United States which was made to control the banking system of the country. He refused to sign the bill passed by the Congress to extend the service of the Bank by arguing that it was operating for the interest of only the elite in the economy. He even withdrew the deposits in the national bank and deposited them in the state banks a move which made the national bank director to restrict loans to the state banks causing a deflationary effect in the economy. Instead of solving the situation using the recommended fiscal and monetary policies, he advocated the use of hard money (specie) that is gold and silver in facilitating land sales. With time, the Bank of England which was the source of the hard currency withdrew their loans to the United States. The businesses used the specie in the United States until the ran out of gold and silver which further escalated the deflation situation leading to a depression in the economy. All these problems are tied to Andrew Jackson who did not use the necessary tools in intervening and solving situations in the economy. All these drawbacks form the major basis why he will be removed from the face of the 20-dollar. 







